
Storm Impacts  

2004  Hurr icane  Season  
• 1 tropical storm and         

4 major hurricanes made 
landfall along Florida’s 
coastline, impacting more 
than 695 miles (about 
84%) of Florida beaches. 

• 17 beach restoration      
projects lost about         
7.6 million cubic yards 
due to storms from     
August 11, 2004 to              
September 30, 2004. 

• Federal shore protection 
projects prevented       
$54 million in average 
annual damages. 

• There was little or no 
damage from the storm 
surge upland of restored 
beaches . 

• Storms caused beach and dune erosion during the 2004 hurricane season and direct impacts 
from the storm surge as waves came ashore, with cumulative impacts from subsequent storms. 

• Storm surge caused little structural damage to upland development in areas with restored 
beaches.  

• High winds caused the majority of structural damage statewide. 

• According to Visit Florida, the 2004 Hurricane Season could have negative impacts on Florida 
tourism for years to come.   

• Visit Florida also reports a possible loss of $2.7 billion in tourism and travel and $160 million     
in lost tax revenue for the state.   

• One in five potential tourists state that they would be less likely to come in the next 12 months 
because of the storms. 

• The peak of hurricane season (late summer and early fall) represents nearly $12.2 billion          
in tourism spending, about a quarter of the industry’s earnings.  

Photographs courtesy of Visit Florida www.visitflorida.com and the Florida Department of Environmental Protection Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems www.dep.state.fl.us/beaches .  

Prepared for the Florida        
Department of Environmental 
Protection Bureau of Beaches and 
Coastal Systems, DEP Contract 
No. BS014, Economics of 
Beaches and Tourism in Florida 

www.cuesfau.org 

 P r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  C a t a n e s e  C e n t e r  a t  F l o r i d a  A t l a n t i c  U n i v e r s i t y    

Hurricane Charley 

Hurricane Ivan 

Hurricane Frances Hurricane Jeanne 

Pensacola Beach 04.06.04 

 & 

Wabasso Beach Park April 2004 After Hurricane Frances 09.09.04 After Hurricane Jeanne 10.03.04 

Ft. Myers Beach Pier 04.03.04 

After Hurricane Charley 08.14.04 

After Hurricane Ivan 09.21.04 

   JEANNE 

FRANCES 

  CHARLEY 

  STORM TRACKS 

IVAN 

T. S. BONNIE 

 July  2005  

Hea l thy  Beaches  =  H igh  Revenues  

 

Economics  o f  Beach Tour ism in  F lor ida 

Percent of Out-of-State Tourists 
Visiting Florida Beaches, 2000-2003 
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• Florida’s beaches assisted the state’s 
economy during the downturn resulting 
from the recession of 2001 and the   
aftermath of the September 2001      
terrorist attacks. 

• Out-of-state beach tourists spent     
$19.1 billion in 2003, an amount equal   
to 3.8 percent of the gross state product.   

• Out-of-state beach tourists paid about 
$600 million in state sales taxes and 
created more than 500,000 jobs. 

• More than one-third of Florida’s out-of-state tourists visit    
the state’s beaches during the 75 million trips they make     
to the state annually.  

Total Economic Impact of Beach Tourism, 2000-2003 
(International & Out-of-State Tourists)
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State of Florida

• 77% of Florida’s population lives   
in coastal areas. 

• 80% of the personal income   
received by the state’s residents 
comes from coastal areas. 

• 79% of the state’s payrolls are 
earned in Florida’s coastal areas.  

• The proportion of beach-oriented tourists has increased    
from 32% in 2000 to 36% in 2003.   



Economics  o f  Beach  Tour i sm in  F lo r ida   

• More than 475 miles of      
Florida’s 825 miles of beaches 
have experienced erosion. 

• 365 miles of Florida’s  
beaches are critically eroded, 
a 13% increase from 2003. 

• 174 miles of Florida’s beaches 
are managed. 

Sta tus  o f   
F lor ida ’s  
Beaches  

Tourist Visits to Florida Beach Regions 

• The Southeast Beach Region is visited 
by the largest number of tourists, with 
25.3 million visitors in 2003.   

• The Southwest Beach Region was    
visited by 14.2 million tourists in 2003.   

• The Northwest and Northeast Beach 
Regions were each visited by about      
11 million tourists in 2003.  

Beach Tourist Spending in 
Florida (by Region)
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Economic Impact of Regional 
Beach Tourism on Florida 
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 Beach Tourist Spending in Florida Beach Regions 

• Southeast Florida beach tourists spent $9.1 billion.  

• Southwest Florida beach tourists spent $6.4 billion. 

• Northwest Florida beach tourists spent $2.8 billion. 

• Northeast Florida beach tourists spent $1.0 billion.  

• Almost one-half of the more than 500,000 jobs created in 
the state by beach tourists results from spending in the 
Southeast Beach Region, one-third results from tourist 
spending in the Southwest Beach Region, and about  
one-fifth results from tourist spending in the state’s  
Northeast and Northwest Beach Regions.  

Employment Created by  
Beach Tourism 

(Thousands of Jobs)
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Total Contribution of Florida Beach Regions to            
Florida’s Economy    

• Southeast Beach Region — $18.5 billion.  

• Southwest Beach Region — $13.0 billion. 

• Northwest Beach Region — $5.7 billion.  

• Northeast Beach Region — $2.0 billion. 

Beach Regions  


