GTM NERR NEWS

It’s time to come out of our cold winter hibernation and enjoy these next few bug free months of
outdoor living! Last weekend I had the pleasure of visiting two of Florida’s beautiful State Parks.
In the morning we traveled down Old Brick Road, part of the new scenic highway in Flagler
County, and toured the ruins at Bulow Plantation Ruins Historic State Park in Bunnell, FL. Late
in the afternoon we made our way over to Orange City to watch the manatees come back into the
spring for the evening at Blue Spring State Park.

You don’t even need to travel that far to experience the beauty that Florida has to offer. For a
free to low cost day of family fun, pack a picnic lunch and head out to one of our many local
natural areas, parks or conservation lands. See the links at the end of this newsletter for trail
maps. The best thing about a walk in the woods this time of year — no bugs! Come on get off the
couch, step away from the computer. I’ll see you out there!

If you want to learn a bit more about your outdoor environment, we have a number of great
weekend programs happening at the Research Reserve in addition to our ten miles of
hiking/biking trails. This Saturday Jan 30™ at 8:30 am Angel Gonzalez, GTM volunteer
coordinator, will be leading a nature walk through the River to Sea Preserve at Marineland. And
just about every Saturday in February Jake Fitzroy, GTM naturalist, will have an educational talk
or walk at the GTM Environmental Education Center. See below for dates and topics.

And as always, if you have any questions, comments or suggestions about anything, please drop
me a note at Janet.Zimmerman@dep.state.fl.us or give me a call 904-823-4500. I’d love to hear
from you!

-Janet Zimmerman, Assistant Manager
GTM Research Reserve
505 Guana River Rd, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

904-823-4500


mailto:Janet.Zimmerman@dep.state.fl.us

R s e T R T S T

GTM RESERVE IS FIGHTING FIRE WITH FIRE by Susan VanHoek

To prevent the spread of coastal wildfires, certified prescribed burn managers of the GTM
Research Reserve are preparing to do what Mother Nature might otherwise do on her own, which
is to burn dense, volatile vegetation. Reducing dense plant life helps restore wildlife habitat and
lessens the risk and severity of wildfires, thereby reducing the threat of loss of life and property.

Over much of the past thousands of years, Florida’s forests had periodically burned from
lightning strikes, which was healthy for the most part. Nature had a way of maintaining an
ecological balance before human populations moved to the edge of the woods. Now homes,
schools, businesses and other manmade structures could potentially be destroyed by wildfires,
particularly during the months of May and June when dry, windy periods come against spring
thunderstorms, when cloud-to-ground lightning can ignite brush ripe for burning.

While fire is a natural phenomenon, important for the reproduction of some types of vegetation,
for keeping invasive plants at bay, and for preventing a significant loss of biological diversity, it
can also be extremely hazardous if easily ignited plants have grown too thick over time. To
prevent such build up, scientific debate and experimentation have led forestry experts to
conclude that prescribed burns are necessary fire management tools.

Invasive species and wildfires are a threat in the GTM Research Reserve coastal strand, which
covers approximately 677 acres of the Guana River site in Ponte Vedra Beach. According to
Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI), the coastal strand is considered to be the most rapidly
disappearing natural community in Florida. For the benefit of the environment, public safety,
and the economy, a rigorously trained GTM Research Reserve team uses controlled application
of fire as an important element in their mission to restore and protect the coastal strand.

The reserve team works from a written plan, or prescription, that establishes goals to be
achieved and the criteria necessary for starting, controlling, and extinguishing each new burn.
Writing the prescription falls to one of two GTM
Research Reserve staff members, Stewardship
Coordinator Forrest Penny and Biological Scientist Matt
Love, who are both qualified by the Florida Division of
Forestry as certified burn managers. Specific
environmental conditions and precautionary measures
must be met that will confine the fire to the exact
parameters necessary for accomplishing burn objectives. — _
Among a long list of criteria, the prescription will take RS T s
into account smoke management, weather factors such as e N A




wind and speed direction, minimum relative humidity, likelihood of overnight fog, maximum
temperature and minimum fuel moisture.

October 2008 the reserve’s burn team carried out a control fire that achieved the majority of their
prescribed objectives. According to Penny, “In some areas we successfully eliminated invasive
growth and created bare ground critical to such wildlife species as gopher tortoises. We also
reduced a significant percentage of saw palmettos and increased the habitat for herbaceous
species such as Florida rosemary.” The plans now are to achieve at least the same degree of
success in their next effort, which is scheduled to take place during the month of February.

The reserve is planning a series of burns on the Guana peninsula in the freshwater marsh area
and the coastal strand habitat along ALA. If you are interested in being notified about upcoming
burns please send your email address to Janet.Zimmerman@dep.state.fl.us. To learn more about
the reserve’s control burning or about research projects in the watershed, contact the GTM
Research Reserve Environmental Education Center at (904) 823-4500. The Center is open to the
public and offers a variety of activities, including interpretive exhibits, aquariums, nature trails,
classrooms, research labs, and educational programs.

RESEARCHERS MAP MARCHING MANGROVES IN CLIMATE CHANGE STUDY

by Susan VanHoek
Black mangrove trees (Avicennia germinans), prominent in the southern portion of St. Johns
County, Florida, experienced a die back after two severe freezes in 1983 and 1989. Over the
ensuing decades the trees gradually reappeared in salt marshes along the coastal estuary and are
now spreading in patchy communities in St. Johns County as far north as St. Augustine.
Mapping and studying the mangroves will help researchers at the GTM Research Reserve in
their quest to learn more about these trees and how their march from tropical to “subtropical-to-
temperate” zones relates to global climate change.

In addition to looking at mangrove distribution and climate change, a number of researchers
want to know what effect, if any, the spreading mangroves are having on the salt marsh habitat.
The mangroves, by dropping sprouting seeds into the wet soil around them, are managing to
walk right into cordgrass (Spartina alterniflora) marsh territory, which serves as home for young
fish and such shell fish as clams and oysters as well as crabs and shrimp.

Mangrove roots provide food and shelter for a
great variety of other marine organisms which
could out-compete or eat some of the original salt
marsh inhabitants and change species
composition. The pressing question is, if warmer
~~.. weather is motivating the mangroves to move
northward, taking with them their own variety of
.- marine life, how will they change cordgrass-
 marsh-dependent communities?

. Apparently due to warming, yet another tropical
and subtropical species is moving northward, right
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into the mangrove and existing cordgrass-marsh territory. While assessing and modeling
mangrove dynamics ranging from Sebastian Inlet to their northern extent near St. Augustine,
GTM Research Reserve Graduate Research Fellow, Susan Leitholf, wrote in her 2008 master’s
thesis that the highly invasive scourge of the south, Schinus terebenthifolius, commonly known
as Brazilian pepper, was rapidly winding its way into St. Johns County marshes. Her resulting
simulation model led to the conclusion that Brazilian pepper “would dominate the landscape if
allowed to invade and establish in areas where it is not currently present.”

Animals seem to have been affected by the changing vegetation, too. Such popular species as
roseate spoonbills and pelicans are among the shorebirds that follow the mangroves and nest in
their mature branches. Now researchers are wondering if the entire ecology is in the process of
change. They want to know if southern marine plant and animal communities are slowly
migrating northward in mass, if non-native species are competing with and possibly overtaking
native species, and if this potential turnover is a valid indicator or product of global climate
change.

Dr. Rick Gleeson, Research Coordinator for the reserve, says it’s hard to know at this stage if the
movement of the mangroves is related to warmer conditions and/or changes in rainfall patterns
caused by global climate change, or if the trend is indicative of some sort of regional cycle. He
and his research team are compiling temperature and water quality data from the reserve’s
weather station at Pellicer Creek, monitoring short term variations, long term trends and how the
climate influences changes over time. Another researcher, GTM Research Reserve Scientist
Matt Love, is overseeing mapping the extent of the spreading mangroves. The reserve team is
also networking with Dr. Nisse Goldberg, a Jacksonville University (JU) professor who has an
interest in the ecology of black mangroves. She hopes to build upon the reserve’s mapping effort
by examining various ecological factors potentially contributing to the mangrove expansion.
How long the black mangrove trees inhabit cooler zones and how far and wide they spread can
be important indicators in a larger study of human-caused, rising carbon dioxide levels in the
atmosphere, which is thought to raise temperature levels. To measure and map the spread of the
trees the reserve has turned to high technology.

Another reserve team member, Geographical Information System Specialist Randy Altman, is
teaching his computer to assist in mapping the expanding mangrove communities. His focus is
within the southern boundaries of the reserve from south of St. Augustine in St. Johns County to
Pellicer Creek just north of Flagler County. Isolating black mangroves in aerial imagery allows
Altman to develop regional maps indicating their precise population size and distribution at
specific moments in time. “Our aim,” he says, “is to quantify and characterize the current state
of the black mangrove within the reserve boundary in such a way that it can be repeated in the
future, comparing apples to apples to measure how populations are expanding over time.”

Altman relies on sophisticated computer classification models developed by Coastal Services
Center, a NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) facility in Charleston, SC,
to classify mangrove communities. In the process, he is attempting the challenging job of
training his computer to “think™ in such a way that it can identify and isolate mangrove images
from water and other ground cover. In a long, drawn-out procedure, sometimes running on the
computer for 30 hours or more, sometimes breaking it down and nursing it back to health again,



he is gradually teaching it to “look™ at 6” x 6” image pixels and “decide” whether the pixel it
sees Is a mangrove or some other type of land cover.

To test for accuracy, researchers go out into the marshes and randomly “ground truth” decisions
made by the computer, seeing if it correctly predicted the presence of mangroves. They also
want to make certain that the “thinking” computer is properly differentiating between large,
mature trees and fairly close to the ground shrubs from just-sprouting seedlings. To date, the
computer’s progress is “promising,” according to Altman.

By bringing fragmented bits and pieces of the marsh vegetation puzzle together to form a more
complete picture, scientists are beginning to get a better understanding of what is going on with
the marching mangroves, how they affect the existing marsh habitat, and how temperatures are
changing over time.

As Dr. Gleeson summarizes, “It is these sorts of collaborations of expertise and data gathering
here at the reserve, and within the National Estuarine Research Reserve system in general, that
will help us better understand how the complex dynamics of coastal ecosystems might be altered
by climate change. Such studies serve as important foundations for the wise management and
protection of our coastal habitats.”

BIRDING NEWS: by Linda Melching

Eagle Watch: The two adult bald eagles have their work cut out for them. Right now all their
time is devoted to providing for their young. Numerous trips are being made to the nest with a
variety of foods, one of which was even identified as a snake. While bald eagles prefer fish
(especially if first caught by an Osprey), they are very opportunistic and will take mammals,
snakes and even seagulls, if necessary.

In addition to their feeding duties and just since the New Year, this pair has had to protect their
young from two weeks of freezing temperatures, threats of tornados, precipitation in the form of
rain and hail, topped off by extreme winds. Certainly enough to test any parenting skills.

On several occasions, the adults have been observed feeding chick(s) from both sides of the nest
during a “seating”, fueling speculation thus far that two eaglets may be present. Their heads
should be clearly visibly in no time, and the mystery will be solved.

This past week, Stephanie W. observed the two adults fly into a tree together and actually mate.
This is often done during the period of nesting and is just another way to reinforce the bond
between them. They will need it, as there is a lot parenting to be done before these eaglets
successfully reach the fledgling stage.

= Activities at the GTM Research Reserve

A\ * Please note: Brown Bag Lunch Lecture are at a new location while the
Environmental Education Center undergoes some AC and roof repairs.*

“#“| Nature Walk at the River to Sea Preserve at Marineland
Join GTM Research Reserve staff and a volunteer at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday,
January 30" for a morning walk through Flagler County’s River to Sea Preserve at Marineland.



Look for birds and spot plants that may be flowering. We will walk 1.2 miles. Please wear
closed toe shoes. Meet at the River to Sea Preserve entrance (1000 feet south of the GTM
Marineland Office Parking lot, located at 9741 Ocean Shore Blvd., St. Augustine FL.)
Reservations requested, please call (904) 823-4500.

BROWN BAG LUNCH LECTURE “Butterfly Monitoring Program”
The GTM Research Reserve will host its February brown bag lunch lecture
at noon on Friday, February 5™ at the South Ponte Vedra Beach Civic
Association building located at 2724 South Ponte Vedra Blvd (A1A), a few
blocks south of the GTM Environmental Education Center. Our speaker
will be Andrew Thornton, Field Biologist, formerly with the GTM Research
Reserve and currently with the Anastasia Mosquito Control District.
Andrew will discuss the butterfly monitoring program that has been
conducted on the reserve’s property over the last couple of years. There is
no cost to attend the lecture.

“FIRST SATURDAY DRAWING ON THE WILD SIDE” --Learn the basics of drawing
outdoors while enjoying the trails at the River to Sea Preserve at Marineland--

The GTM Research Reserve will offer a monthly trail walk at their Marineland location where
beginning artists will learn sketching techniques right in the middle of nature. Taught by
artist/writer Susan van Hoek, former Art Instructor at Indian River Community College, and
presently a GTM Research Reserve Educator, these courses will primarily be conducted on the
“River to Sea Preserve” nature trail and will be held the first Saturday of the month from 9:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. This month’s class will be on February 6th. This once a month class will not
be a structured course and participants need not attend on a regular basis. The basics of drawing
outdoors and advanced techniques will be reviewed individually each month. Participants must
bring their own supplies. A suggested donation of $5.00 per class may be made to the Friends of
the GTM Reserve. Registration is required. Please call Susan at (904) 461-4057 for suggested
supply list, details regarding the class and to enroll. The GTM Research Reserve office at
Marineland is located at 9741 Ocean Shore Blvd., Town of Marineland, 32080.

FRIENDS OF THE GTM RESERVE BOARD MEETING --Open to the Public--

The Friends of the GTM Reserve will hold its monthly board meeting on Tuesday,
February 9™ from 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the GTM Environmental Education Center. The
public is invited to attend. For information please contact Teri Webley at (904) 823-4527.

The Great Backyard Bird Count Class: Saturday, Feb 13, at 9:00 a.m.

The 13" annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) takes place February 12-15, 2010. Itis a
free, annual, four day event, wherein thousands of volunteers of all ages and levels of birding
experience around the country, conduct a count of birds observed in their own backyards, local
parks or wildlife refuges. Taking part in the GBBC is a great way to get outside with family and
friends, help birds, and have fun, all at the same time. The GTM Research Reserve wants to
encourage participation and assist those that may be interested in counting, but not sure how to
become involved.

A one hour workshop will be provided at the GTM Environmental Education Center on
Saturday, Feb 13, at 9:00 a.m. The free workshop will provide an overview of the GBBC,



instructions on how to submit observations, and a brief introduction to backyard bird
identification. A short walk/count will take place after the workshop, for interested participants.
Those attending should be 8 years of age (with parent) and above. For more information about
the GBBC, visit the website at www.birdcount.org.

Fossils on Florida’s Beaches February 13™ at 1pm

Come out to the GTM Research Reserve and learn how to find, identify and collect fossils along
Florida’s beaches. Our most common fossils are sharks teeth, but there are many other kinds of
terrestrial and marine fossils that can be found. Because of fluctuating sea levels over Florida’s
40 million year history, mammoth, horse, whale, sloth, tapir, giant armadillo, fish, turtle, and
many other fossils can be found with enough persistence. Local examples of all of these will be
on display. People are encouraged to bring anything they have found on the beach to share or be
identified. We will meet in the GTM Environmental Education Center at 1pm. Admission of $2
for adults and $1 for children 10-17 will apply. To reserve a seat please call (904) 823-4500.

Snakes 101 on Saturday February 20th at 1pm
This will be an mteractlve workshop where snake facts and myths of will be discussed. Saturday

- : February 20th at 1:00 pm. Florida is home to 44 native snakes,
only 6 are venomous. Venomous snake bites are extremely rare
4 and in the majority of cases could have been avoided. The public
can learn how to identify our most common snakes, venomous
. from non venomous species, tips for avoiding conflict at home
and the wild, and how to enjoy, or completely avoid, all of
Florida’s species. On hand will be the reserves non venomous

‘ education snakes for those wishing to interact with them. Held at

the GTM Envwonmental Educatlon Center, 25 person capacity, entrance fees apply. Call to
reserve your seats at 823-4500. All ages welcome. One adult for every two children under the
age of 12 please.

Singles Nature Walk at Guana --A morning of nature, breakfast and meeting new friends--
The GTM Research Reserve will offer a nature walk for singles of all ages at 9:30 a.m. on
Saturday, February 27". What a great way to find new people that share your love for the
outdoors! Meet fellow singles who love nature while enjoying breakfast and a two mile hike in
the Guana Research Reserve. Participants will get to observe the reserve’s wildlife, plants,
archeological sites and scenic views as they hike two miles to the Tolomato River and back.
Program cost is $2 per person and includes continental breakfast and coffee. There is a $3
parking fee per vehicle payable at the gate. Meet at the Guana Dam Trailhead Pavilion.
Breakfast will be served after the hike. Reservations required. Please reserve your spot at (904)
823-4500.

Sharks of Northeast Florida February 27th at 1pm

Join us at the GTM Environmental Education Center for an overview of the many species of
sharks that call our waters home. From the small bonnethead that travels through our estuaries; to
the great white, which migrates from the northern Atlantic to our continental shelf for winter.
These apex predators are vital to the health of our ecosystems because of their role in keeping
prey species in check. While shark attacks on people are extremely rare, we will cover how to be


http://www.birdcount.org/

safer in the water while dispelling some of the myths attached to sharks. Attendees will also find
out how to help shark species in decline, both here and abroad. Reserve your seat at (904) 823-
4500.

GTM Research Reserve to Offer HS Teacher Workshop

The GTM Research Reserve will offer a professional development teacher workshop for high
school teachers from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday, February 27", at the Environmental
Education Center located at 505 Guana River Road, Ponte Vedra Beach. This Teacher’s Estuary
In-Service workshop is developed to help teachers become comfortable and proficient with
estuarine and watershed concepts, the GTM Research Reserve site and will provide guidance for
environmental education. This workshop is intended to give teachers choice in designing and
leading successful field trips to the Reserve. There is no cost to attend. To register contact Diana
Eissing at (904) 823-4500 or Diana.Eissing@dep.state.fl.us

Astronomy Kayak Tour at Guana on Valentine's Day February 14™, 6-8pm

Watch the sun go down and enjoy an incredible view of the night sky in one of the quietest
estuaries in North Florida from the stable platform of our glowing "firefly" kayaks. This tour is
led by a certified interpreter and will include an educational journey into our galaxy and beyond
with folklore, mythology, and astronomy for beginners. Relax and enjoy this serene sensation
and bring your significant other on this unique romantic getaway on Valentine's Day. $55 per
person includes all kayaking equipment, and pictures from the tour! No experience required.
Call the Friends of the GTM Reserve (904) 823-4527 for more info.

Kayak Fishing at Guana February 6, 10, 14, 20, 27

Enjoy the serenity only attainable in a kayak while learning how to sustainably kayak fish in one
of the finest estuaries in Florida, the Guana River! Come see why kayak fishing is one of the
fastest growing sports in Florida and learn fishing conservation from a Florida Master Naturalist
including proper catch and release technigues and the use of circle hooks to minimize impact and
to protect our fisheries for future generations. 1/2 day trips including fully equipped Hobie pedal
drive kayaks for hands free fishing, all high quality Shimano rods and reels, appropriate bait and
tackle, and photographs of the catch are $150 for one participant or $250 for two. All
participants must have a current Florida Saltwater Fishing License available

at www.myfwc.com. Call (904)823-4527 for more info or visit
http://www.gtmnerr.org/events.htm

Guana River Sunset Kayak Tour: February 7, 13, 20,

Come and experience a natural exploration of the pristine waters of the Guana River in an
extraordinary ambient twilight sunset. Dolphins, bald eagles, and many other estuary dependent
species salute the sunset over the Guana River on this two-hour exploration of the GTM
Research Reserve. The stability of the glowing "firefly" kayak is the perfect viewing platform to
relax, reflect and enjoy these wonders of nature. No experience required. Cost for this event is
$50 per person and is appropriate for ages 12 and up. All kayaking equipment, instruction,
guided tour, and photos are included. Call the Friends of the GTM Reserve for more info at
(904)823-4527 or visit http://www.gtmnerr.org/events.htm
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Guana Ecological Kayak Tour February 3, 5, 6, 8, 10, 15, 18, 21, 22, 25,

A comprehensive natural exploration of one of the most productive ecosystems on the planet.
Emphasis will be placed on everything native and natural in this classic Florida estuary. Come
see why Guana was voted the best place to canoe or kayak in Jacksonville in Folio Weekly's Best
of 2008 and 2009. No experience required! Paddling and safety protocol taught at the beginning

of every tour! $50 per person includes park entry fee, admission into the Environmental
Educational Center, all kayaking equipment, and pictures from the tour! Call the Friends of the
GTM Reserve for more info at (904)823-4527

Guana Full Moon Kayak Tour February 27 at 5:30pm

Come and experience the extraordinary ambient twilight setting of the sun over the Guana River
while the full moon rises over the Atlantic Ocean. Osprey, bald eagles, and many other estuary
dependent species salute the sunset over the Guana River on this two-hour exploration of the
GTM Research Reserve. The stability of the tandem touring kayak is the perfect viewing
platform to relax, reflect and enjoy these wonders of nature. $50 per person. Call the Friends of
the GTM Reserve for more info at (904)823-4527
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Other Nature related Activities in the area

The events/activities listed below take place at a variety of locations around St Johns, Duval and
Flagler County. Please be sure to make note of their location.

The Owls are Back at Fort Matanzas National Monument-by Linda Chandler, Fort Matanzas Park Ranger
To a rabbit or a mouse, it's the Silent Death from the Sky. To
the early Greeks, it was the symbol of Athena, the Goddess of
Wisdom. In many Native American stories, the owl is a foolish
creature, although to the Senecas it was one of the first
animals to receive its voice. To the Aztecs the owl was the
symbol of death. They have long been associated with witches
and Halloween. And now we're familiar with them as the
messengers in the Harry Potter books.

In the winters of 2003 and 2004 a pair of Great Horned Owls .
nested in the park to the delight of visitors. For several years, although we wouId hear hoots in late fall,
the owls did not appear to nest close by. However, starting in November 2009, three great horned owls
were sighted in the vicinity of the visitor center nearly every day. Owls tend to mate for life, and usually
return to the same area each year. The third owl was likely an off-spring from last year.

All December we could hear them, "Hoo. Ho0-00. Hoo. H0O," hooting back in forth among the trees at
dusk. Maybe, we will be lucky again this year, and they will nest where visitors can see them. Being
poor nest builders, they will often take over an abandoned hawk, crow, or squirrel nest, or even just a
flat spot where two limbs branch horizontally in a Y-shape.



On December 28 we spotted the female sitting in the oak tree behind the visitor center, in the same
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The Great Horned Owl is one of the largest owls in North America, weighing 3-4 bounds (1.5-1.8 kg) and
standing 18-25 inches tall (46-64 cm). They are powerful and efficient hunters, swooping silently down
on their prey using their excellent eyesight and strong talons. The soft, serrated edges of their feathers
allow them to fly and glide nearly silently. They will take mice, rabbits, skunks, and even large birds like
hawks, ducks, and turkeys. After eating, the owl will regurgitate the bones, fur, and feathers which were
not digested. These owl pellets can be found on the ground under their favorite trees.

During that very cold spell in January, a broken egg was found under the nest. Another, with a

developing embryo, was found a week later. They lay anaverageof2-0 S33a2 | YR aKSQa adudA
an incubation period of about 30 days, we are looking at a hatch sometime around the first part of

February.

Keep your fingers crossed for a chick, and stop by to visit our owls anytime the park is open (9:00-5:30
daily).

Special Events at Fort Matanzas National Monument For additional information visit

http://www.nps.gov/foma or call 904-471-0116.

January 30 Torchlight Tours (British-themed on Full Moon) 6:00, 6:45, 7:30, and 8:15 $7.00; children 3

and under are free.

February 6  Living History Day at the Fort Cannon firing on all tours except 9:30 and 4:30
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February 13  Bird Walk with Veronica 9:30 - 11:30 am Meet at the visitor center

February 27 Fourth Saturday of the Month Nature Program- Wonders of the salt marshé Ranger-

guided walk, 9:30 - 11:00 am. Meet at the picnic area
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On the fourth Saturday, Ranger Linda presents a nature walk or activity, and a bird walk is offered on

either the first or second Saturday. For more information, call the park at 904-471-0116 or check our

website-- www.nps.gov/foma

Sierra Club Program: Save the Manatee Monday, February 1, 2010 at 6.30 p.m. in Ponte Vedra Beach

Long-time Save the Manatee Club volunteers, Deb and Doug Brown from Lake City, Florida, will show

slides, discuss the conservation efforts, and tell about the habitat, behavior and diet of the manatee.

The Browns have been volunteers since 1988, and have given countless presentations and staffed
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nonprofit conservation organization, established in 1981 by singer/songwriter Jimmy Buffett, and
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their aquatic habitat for future generations. The program will be held in the main meeting room of the

Ponte Vedra Beach Public Library on Library Road at A1A (blinking light south of the intersection of A1A

and Solana Road, on A1A about two miles south of Butler Boulevard). Everyone is welcome (including

children)! Snacks will be provided, but bring your own drink. For further information, contact Larry

Lickenbrock at (904) 537-6047.
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Evenings at Whitney

The Whitney Laboratory presents a public lecture series called Evenings at Whitney. Monthly
presentations include current science topics, plus subjects from on-going research programs at the Lab.
Speakers are recognized experts in their fields who welcome questions and discussion. Lectures and
parking are free and registration or reservations are not necessary.

Thursday, February 11 Treating blindness in humans and monkeys; William Hauswirth, Ph.D., Rybaczki-
Bullard Professor of Ophthalmology and Molecular Genetics, University of Florida College of Medicine
Thursday, March 18 Fins to limbs and back again; Martin Cohn, Ph.D., Professor of Molecular Genetics
and Microbiology, Howard Hughes Medical Institute

Thursday, April 8 Ocean acidification: the other shoe for climate change. What could happen, what is
likely, and what should we be doing? Andrew Stamper, D.V.M., SeaWorld

Thursday, May 13 The invasion of Florida by six-legged aliens; John L. Capinera, Ph.D., Professor and
Chair of Entomology, University of Florida

7:00p.m. X 2 KA (Y Sedter fot MarfdéStudies, 9505 Ocean Shore Blvd., St Augustine, FL 32080
For further details, call (904) 461-4000

Beach Cleanups: See It Clean It - Coastal Conservation Campaign

We need your help! Friends of A1A Scenic & Historic Coastal Highway is working to engage communities,
municipalities and civic associations along the A1A coastal corridor in a litter control campaign. Check
out the schedule below for your beach cleanup opportunity. Bring your energy, eagle eyes and
community spirit and join the team! We supply the water, bags, grabbers, gloves and smiling faces :)

We meet at 9 am and work until 11 am to beat the heat....come anytime to lend a helping hand.

Month St. Johns County Beaches Flagler County Beaches
February Crescent Beach 2/13/2010 Flagler Beach 2/20/2010
9am ¢ 11am
St Augustine Beach 2/27/2010 TURTLE TROT
March Micklers Landing 3/13/2010 Malacompra Beachfront Park 3/27/2010
April Ponte Vedra Beach 4/10/2010 Beverly Beach 4/24/2010
May Marineland 5/1/2010 ENVIRONMENTAL Varn Park 5/22/2010

EDUCATION FAIR

South Ponte Vedra Beach 5/8/2010

June Vilano Beach 6/12/2010 Fort Matanzas Beachfront Park
6/26/2010

This project is made possible from a grant received from the Florida Coastal Management Program
through the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

Special Events at Fort Mose Historical State Park

http://www.floridastateparks.org/fortmose/default.cfm

Bird Walk at Fort Mose State Historic Park ¢ Sunday, February 14, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

Come meet the birds at Fort Mose State Historic Park. Led by a park volunteer, this fun, informative
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visit the education building. Please dress for the weather and bring binoculars and a field guide if you

have one. Walks are free; park entrance fee applies. Fort Mose is on Highway 1, one mile north of

Route 16.



http://www.floridastateparks.org/fortmose/default.cfm

Special Events for Washington Oaks Gardens State Park
http://www.floridastateparks.org/washingtonoaks/default.cfm

The Friends of Washington Oaks new gift shop will be open from 11am-3pm Fri, Sat and Sundays.
Friends Fourth Saturday Gardening Forum with Liz Morrison Join the Friends Fourth Saturday Gardening
Forum as Liz Morrison, a master in the garden, shares her tips and tricks for successful plants in your
yard, on the patio and in your home each month on the Fourth Saturday at the Friends Garden Forum
beginning at 10:30 am. $15 for individuals and $25 for couples. Participation is limited

CITRUS HARVESTFESTIVAL Saturday, February 13, 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

The historical Gardens within the Park contain a citrus grove with several varieties of oranges,
grapefruit, tangerines, lemons and limes, providing the perfect environment for you to enhance your
knowledge about citrus. Ruth Micieli, Flagler County Horticulture Program Assistant will speak on
growing and caring for citrus and there will be a cooking with citrus demonstration. Additionally, there
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baked goods featuring citrus themed items, hot and cold beverages and subs. The popular Second
Saturday Sweetheart Plant Sale will also feature citrus plants for your patio/lanai. Flying Dragon Citrus
Nursery of Jacksonville will be selling cold-hardy citrus trees in 3 and 5 gallon containers. All event
proceeds benefit the Park for enhancement of current and new facilities. Regular park entry fees apply.

Special Events for Anastasia State Park http://www.floridastateparks.org/anastasia/default.cfm

Bird Walk at Anastasia State Park ¢ Sunday, February 7, 8:30-10:30 a.m.

Come meet the birds at Anastasia State Park. Led by a park volunteer, this fun, informative walk is open

to the public and to birders of all levels. The park is a great place to see shorebirds, warblers and more.

Please dress for the weather and bring binoculars and a field guide if you have one. Walks are free; park
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Special Events for Ravine Gardens State Park

http://www.floridastateparks.org/ravinegardens/default.cfm

7TH ANNUAL AIR POTATO RODEO Saturday February 13, 2009 9:00am to 2:00pm

The Friends of Ravine Gardens would like to invite new and previous potato pickers to come enjoy a day

of resource management fun, refreshments and community involvement. The first 100 volunteers will

receive a free t-shirt. Gloves, trash bags and tools will be provided. Free hot dogs provided after potato

pickin'. Prizes will be given for the largest potato, smallest potato and the most unusually shaped

potato. This resource management project is held each year to control the air potato vine that is

invading the park. Our focus is to control the air potato vine that blankets parts of the ravine. This vine is

an invasive exotic plant that spreads rapidly in the warmer weather. During the colder months, the vine

dries up and drops its potato-looking tubers onto the ground. This year there is an abundance of tubers

littering the ravine. Volunteers assist the park staff in collection the tubers in efforts to control the
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collected. Last year, volunteers collected more than 2,000 pounds of tubers. Together we can keep our
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Sierra Club offers local hiking outings

Sunday, February 28. 10.30 a.m. Day hike in Moses Creek Conservation Area

The Moses Creek Conservation Area preserves one of the few remaining undeveloped tidal creeks in the
region. It is owned by the St. Johns River Water Management District. Moses Creek has a diverse
vegetative community which provides habitat for a variety of wildlife. There are two entrances with
parking areas on the north side of SR 206, east of US 1. We will meet at the eastern entrance to Moses
Creek (nearest the Intracoastal Waterway) at 10:30 a.m. Bring plenty of water, bug spray, and lunch.


http://www.floridastateparks.org/washingtonoaks/default.cfm
http://www.floridastateparks.org/anastasia/default.cfm
http://www.floridastateparks.org/ravinegardens/default.cfm

Hike is limited to 12 participants. Approximately five miles. Leader Allen Altman . Please contact Allen
for reservations: altmanscientific@gmail.com or (904) 501-3588 (cell).

Saturday, March 6. 11 a.m. Day hike in Ravine Gardens State Park.

Enjoy the blooming and splendor of thousands of azaleas, chickasaw, plums, dogwoods and camellias as
we hike at Ravine Gardens State Park in Palatka, 1600 Twigg St. We will meet there at 11am and hike for
2 hours. Find out more about the ravine at http://www.floridastateparks.org/ For those who want to
carpool, please contact one another on Meet-up or email me at shelfine@gmail.com. Admission fee to
the Park is $5.00 per vehicle. We will meet at the Avenues mall in front of the Men's Belk - the upper
level of the mall at 10.00 a.m. An RSVP is necessary by March 4th. Please bring water and snacks.

Florida Master Naturalist Classes
Upland Habitats March 15, 17, 19, 22, 24, 26, 2010 Day classes, Location: Museum of Science and
History, 111025 Museum Circle Dr., Jacksonville, 32207, Instructors: Brad Burbaugh and Carol Wyninger

Freshwater Wetlands April 17, 22, 29, May 1, 6, 13, 15, 20, 27 Evening classes with Saturday field trips
Location: Doctor's Inlet Civic League, 3382 Peoria Rd., Orange Park, 32043, Instructors: Raymond Zerba,
Lynn Lisenby, and Elizabeth Smith

Coastal Systems May 10, 12, 14, 17, 19, 21, 2010 Day classes, Location: GTM Research Reserve, 505
Guana River Rd., Ponte Vedra Beach, 32082, Instructors: Brad Burbaugh and Carol Wyninger

Each module consists of: -40 hours of classroom presentations, videos, and field trips covering key
plants and animals, ethics, and interpretation. -Two volume comprehensive syllabus, patch, and pin.
Course fee: $225. Advance registration required. Class size limited to 20 students. Classes with less than
10 students enrolled may be cancelled at the discretion of the instructor. Course requirements:
Attendance, Participation, and Enthusiasm! Teachers may earn up to 40 hours CEUs! For groups of at
least 10, classes may be offered at your site! For registration go to www.masternaturalist.org, for more
information contact Carol Wyninger, 220-0232, wyninger@comcast.net.

*EkE*% OUT ON THE WEB *****
For additional information, you might want to check out the following websites. These links are simply
resources we think may help you enrich your perspective. By listing these websites, the GTM NERR is not
automatically endorsing or verifying the accuracy of their content unless explicitly stated.
Florida's GTMNERR site: www.FloridaCoasts.org/gtm
National Estuarine Research Reserve System: http://nerrs.noaa.gov
Friends of the GTM Reserve: www.gtmnerr.org
Job site for the GTM Reserve and State of Florida: peoplefirst.myflorida.com
Cf 2 NA RI Q& htth:{ivwwik.Soridaskatddariis brg/
Fort Matanzas National Monument: http://www.nps.gov/foma
St Johns River Water Management District trail maps: http://www.sjrwmd.com/trailguides/index.html
Guana River Wildlife Management Area: http://myfwc.com/recreation/guana_river/whentovisit.asp
River to Sea Preserve at Marineland: http://www.flaglerparks.com/riversea/preserve.htm
Scenic A1A website http://www.scenicala.org



mailto:pipetteparts@aol.com
http://www.floridastateparks.org/
mailto:shelfine@gmail.com
http://www.masternaturalist.org/
mailto:wyninger@comcast.net
http://www.floridacoasts.org/gtm
http://nerrs.noaa.gov/
http://www.gtmnerr.org/
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com/
http://www.floridastateparks.org/
http://www.nps.gov/foma
http://www.sjrwmd.com/trailguides/index.html
http://myfwc.com/recreation/guana_river/whentovisit.asp
http://www.flaglerparks.com/riversea/preserve.htm
http://www.scenica1a.org/

*****GTM Research Reserve CALENDAR of EVENTS*****
**All programs listed below are held at the GTMNERR Environmental Education Center in South Ponte
Vedra Beach unless noted otherwise. Programs and times are subject to change. Due to limited space,
reservations are requested for programs. Please call 904-823-4500 for more details. Environmental
Education Center admission: Adults $2, Age 10T 17 $1, under age 10 Free. Costs for most programs are
included with your entrance fee, unless otherwise noted.

February

Fri * Feb 5 * Noon to 1pm
Sat* Feb 6 * 930am ¢ 1130am
Sun * Feb 7 * 2:00 pm *FULL*
Tues * Feb 9 * 5pm to 6pm
Sat* Feb 13 * 9am

Sat* Feb 13 * 1pm

Sat* Feb 20 * 1pm

Sat * Feb 27 * 930am-11am
Sat*Feb 27 * 1pm

Sat * Feb 27 * 9am to 4pm

Brown Bag Lunch Lecture

First Saturday Sketching class at River to Sea Preserve at Marineland *$5
First annual GTM RESERVE 5K and 10K TRAIL RUN ** illlll* *

Friends of the GTM Reserve Board Meeting

Backyard birding class

c2aaAifa 2y Cf2NARIFIQa .Sl OKSa
Snakes 101

Singles Nature Walk *Guana Trailhead *$2 per person plus $3 parking
Sharks of NE Florida

High School Teacher Workshop

For up to date list of activities go to www.gtmnerr.org
*Programs and times are subject to change. Please call 904-823-4500 to reserve a place or for more

details.

**%%* SUBSCRIBE/UNSUBSCRIBE INFORMATIQN ¥ %% ¥k

To subscribe or unsubscribe to GTM NERR News, send e-mail to Janet.Zimmerman@dep.state.fl.us Use
subject line: GTMNERR News. In the body of your e-mail message type your name and email address
and request to subscribe or unsubscribe. Questions, comments or corrections? Contact Janet
Zimmerman, GTM Reserve Assistant Manager at 505 Guana River Rd, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
Janet.Zimmerman@dep.state.fl.us or 904-823-4500.
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