
The Florida 

Paddling Trails 
Association (FPTA) 
is an organization 
that supports and 

promotes paddling 
throughout the 
state of Florida. 

For an organization 
that is only two 
years old, it has accomplished much toward 

making Florida one of the premier destinations 
for kayaking and canoeing in the country. 

 
The DEP Office of Greenways & Trails (OGT) 
has been involved in the organization from the 

beginning. Doug Alderson, OGTõs Paddling 
Trails Coordinator, is an advisory board 
member to the FPTA and I am the Region G 

director. Region G covers Everglades National 
Park and the Florida Keys.  

 
The FPTA holds quarterly meetings to build the 
organization. The state is divided into regions 

and each region has volunteers called Trail 
Keepers who scout out new put-ins, rest stops 
and camp sites, organize cleanups and plan 

events.  
 
What is a paddling trail? Since paddlers in open 

waters donõt need to follow an exact route, a 
paddling trail is not as easy to define as a hiking 
or biking trail. When paddling a river, most 

people paddle downstream and stay along the 
course of the river. However, here in the Keys, 
we have more options ð we can paddle close to 

shore, off shore, bay side or oceanside. What 
we need to know is where to launch our boats, 
rest along the way, or get supplies and camp.  

 

 

Some exciting news for paddlers in the Florida 

Bay section of the Everglades National Park is 
the opening of two new chickees or camping 
platforms. One is located near Johnson Key, just 
south of Flamingo and one is located at the 

southern tip of Shark Point, just east of 
Flamingo. These campsites will greatly enhance 
paddling opportunities for people coming to the 

Keys from the west coast or for people that 
just want to spend a night or two out on the 
bay. These locations do require reservations, 

just like all the other campsites. In general, 
camping permits must be obtained at a ranger 
station, however if you are departing from the 

Keys, you are allowed to do this by phone 24 
hours in advance: (239) 695-2945. 

 
The FPTA has built an extensive website. For 
more information or to become a member of 

FPTA, go to www.FloridaPaddlingTrails.com.  
To become a Trail Keeper in Region G, write 
to me at Monica.Woll@dep.state.fl.us. 

 
See you out on the water! 
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Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail 

FDEP Office of  Greenways & Trails 

 

On October 16, the Florida Keys 

Scenic Corridor Alliance (FKSCA) 
welcomed the exciting 

announcement that U.S. 1 had 
been designated by the U.S. 

Department of Transportation, 
Federal Highway Administration as 

a National Scenic Byway and òAll-
American Road.ó Of the 151 

National Scenic Byways in the 
country, only 31 also hold the 

prestigious title of òAll-American 
Road,ó recognizing this scenic 

corridor as a "destination unto 
itself." 

 
Since the Florida Keys Overseas 

Heritage Trail (FKOHT) closely 

parallels U.S. Highway 1, its scenic 
and recreational qualities helped 

support this designation. In 
partnering with the FKSCA to 

pursue this national recognition 
for the Florida Keys Scenic 
Highway, I have appreciated the 

opportunity to represent the 
FKOHT on behalf of the Office of 

Greenways & Trails. The 
application process was extensive 

and a true partnership effort 
which has resulted in a wonderful 

boost for Keys tourism. The 
designation will also attract future 

highway grant funding. The FKSCA 
is deservedly proud of this 

achievement and, with the many 
exciting projects taking place along 

the Trail, there is much to 
celebrate all around! 

 

Cristina Lindley  
Public Outreach Coordinator 

 
 

All American Road  

Perfect for paddlers! This òchickeeó near Johnson Key 

is one of two new primitive camping sites built by the 

Everglades National Park.  

http://www.FloridaPaddlingTrails.com
mailto:Monica.Woll@dep.state.fl.us
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State and Local Partnerships Support and Enhance 

the Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail 

òThe Florida Keys 

Overseas Heritage 

Trail attracted more 

than one million 

visitors this past 

year, which was a 

record, even though 

the trail is still in the 

development phaseó  

Florida Department of 

Transportation  

7 Mile Bridge, Pigeon 
Key, FKOHT 

 
Photo by: John Moran 

 

Highlighting some of the many development, improvement and beautification efforts  
 

now underway 

 
The Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) Office of Greenways & 
Trails (OGT), the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), Monroe County 

and the city of Marathon are partnering in the continued development of the Florida 
Keys Overseas Heritage Trail (FKOHT) by constructing additional sections of trail, 
retrofitting the historic Flagler railroad bridges for trail use, installation of improved 

safety features and beautification projects.   
 
The FKOHT is a multi-use bicycle and pedestrian facility currently under design and 
construction by OGT. When completed, the trail will provide a scenic corridor 

extending from Key Largo to Key West that will serve not only as a highway, but as 
a recreational greenway for hiking, running, bicycling, skating, sightseeing, fishing and 
kayaking. 

 
òThe Florida Keys Overseas Heritage Trail attracted more than one million visitors 
this past year, which was a record, even though the trail is still in the development 

phase,ó said Jena Brooks, Director of DEPõs Office of Greenways & Trails. òMany 
projects are underway that promise to bring valuable tourism dollars to the local 
economy in the coming year. We are grateful for the support of our state and local 

partners in making this possible.ó 
 
Improvements to the FKOHT in Marathon are scheduled to begin in the first 

quarter of 2010 and should take three to six months to complete. Projects will 
include resurfacing, widening and completing safety markings on the existing trail as 
needed. The trail will also be reconnected near Switlik Elementary School. In 

addition, trail safety measures such as crosswalks, ADA improvements on side 
streets, signage and traffic control devices are all scheduled for installation on the 
DOT-owned property along U.S. Highway 1. 

 
OGT is also supporting a plan created by the city of Marathonõs Beautification 
Committee and funded through federal stimulus dollars to provide a number of new 

benches, trash cans and bike racks, as well as fresh landscaping along the FKOHT 
next to the Marathon Airport. 
 

òDEPõs significant contribution to the landscaping effort in front of Marathon Airport 
will have a major impact on the beautification of our city,ó said Peter Chapman, 
Chairman of the Marathon Beautification Advisory Board. òOur citizens, our 

businesses and our visitors will benefit from this gift for years to come.ó 

Monroe County  


