Florida Department of

Memorandum Environmental Protection

To: Petroleum Cleanup Program Staff
District Program Coordinators
Environmental Consultants
Laboratories
Interested Parties

From: Michael E. Ashey, Chief(J, ;‘J/ Y / b7
Bureau of Petroleum St stem
Date: February 15, 2007

Subject: BPSS Enforcement of Laboratory NELAP Certification Requirements

Subsection 62-160.300(1), Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.), states that except as provided
in subsections 62-160.300(2), (3), (4) and (5), F.A.C., or other Title 62 rules, all laboratories
generating environmental data for submission to the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection (FDEP) or for use in FDEP-regulated or FDEP-sponsored activities must hold
certification from the Department of Health (DOH) Environmental Laboratory Certification
Program (ELCP). The DOH ELCP is the State of Florida's environmental laboratory certification
program, authorized by Section 381.00591, Florida Statutes, and recognized by the MNational
Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program (NELAP) as an authority with responsibility
and accountability for granting accreditation for specified fields of laboratory testing. The
standards used by the DOH ELCP are those established by the National Environmental
Laboratory Accreditation Conference (NELAC) as specified in Chapter 64E-1, F A C. The DOH
ELCP certification database is currently available on the internet for public use at the FDEP
Bureau of Laboratories’ web page; the data are refreshed weekly through an electronic process.

For some time now, it has been evident that some laboratories have been performing analyses
for which they are not certified, or subcontracting some analyses without notifying the
environmental consultants; that some environmental consultants have not made the effort to
verify that the laboratory or laboratories with which they subcontract services are fully certified
for the analyses to be performed; and that some cleanup site managers have relied solely on
the environmental consultant's judgment on this issue.

In order to make sure that all analyses performed pursuant to Chapter 62-770, F.A.C., are
performed by laboratories certified by the DOH ELCP for all applicable matrix/test
method/analyte combinations, regardless of whether they are performed as part of a State-
funded cleanup project or a non State-funded cleanup project, the Bureau of Petroleum Storage
Systems (BPSS) will implement the following procedure, effective immediately:

(1) Each environmental consulting company will utilize the FDEP Bureau of Laboratories’
web page (http://www.dep.state.fl.us/labs/cgi-bin/faams/index.asp) to verify that every
laboratory that they plan to utilize is certified for the applicable matrix/test method/analyte
combinations that the laboratory will be contracted to perform, except as described below.
Once this requirement has been satisfied, the consulting company will request every
laboratory that they plan to utilize to notify them of any changes in their certification,
particularly if certification for an analyte or group of analytes is lost or if the laboratory
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