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This memo provides additional guidance to that given in THE FLORIDA WETLANDS
DELINEATION MANUAL for application of the rule language within subsection 62-340.300(3),
F.A.C. It must be read in concert with THE FLORIDA WETLANDS DELINEATION MANUAL
and should not be interpreted as replacing the existing guidance. Rather, the following is to be
interpreted as an expansion of the former discussion.

The intent and purpose of the altered sites test is to provide a framework to delineate wetlands,
where due to past or present legal alteration(s), the normal interpretation of plant species
dominance, soils, and hydrologic evidence within the parameters of paragraphs 62-340.300(2)(a-d)
F.A.C. is rendered unreliable. When legal disturbances or alterations have masked the nature of a
site so that paragraphs 62-340.300(2) (a-d), F.A.C. cannot be used to obtain reliable results, then the
provisions of paragraphs 62-340.300(3) (a-c), F.A.C. may be applied using reasonable scientific
judgment.

Specifically not included in the altered sites concept are alterations caused by illegal activities.
Evaluation of such sites may utilize many of the same methodologies associated with the altered
sites test but in a forensic manner. Wetland delineations pertaining to potentially illegal activities do
not consider the alterations as they exist but rather what they were immediately before the illegal
activities took place.

Fundamental to the altered sites concept is that the area delineated, even with the alteration,
is a functioning wetland, all be it with potentially reduced function. Even a wetland with
minimal function is still a wetland; either an area meets the wetland criteria or it does not.
Pragmatically, this means that over time and without continued alteration, any wetland delineated
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